The Motiue of i 


«az By the King ; 


@2 Orders decreed vpon for the furtherance of our ſeruice,alwell in wriung, 
as riding in Poſte; ſpecially ſet downe, and commanded to be obſerued, where our Poſtsare eſtabli. 


ſhed within our Countie of K ent. 


"Oraſmuch as amongſt the ſundry conſultations and prouident cares taken for the maintenance of the quier peace of the 
WW © State , it hathnot beene the leaſt thatour Predeceſſors heretofore, and the Counſell of this Realme haue had,to meete with 
d / the dangerous and ſecret intelligences of ill affeted perſons both at home and abroad, by the ouer-great liberty taken both 


_ TY” | in writing and riding in Poſte, ſpecially in and through our Countie of Kent, for the vſuall and "_— paſlage that way, 
Ky: onkrog & FR. falling out toand from all forraine parts beyond the Seas, the ground whereof ſtill riſing from diſorders offered by certaine 
ting Ineclligence perſons called Hackney-men , Tapſters, Hoſtlers and others in hiring outtheir horſes, to the hinderance of publique ſeruice, 
berweene the ll danger to our State, and wrong to our ſtanding and ſetled Poſtes in their ſeuerall Stages : Vee haue now thought it mecte, 
"alteciey. with the aduiſe of our right truſty and welbeloued Coſins and Counſellers, Robert Earle of Salisbary, our high Trea- 
| ſurer of England , Henry Earle of Northampton our Lord Priuie Scale, and Lord Warden of our Cinque Ports , and 
B of ourtruſtic and right welbeloued Counſcller, 74hn Lord Stanhope of Harrington , our Vice-Chamberlaine , and Maſter of 
w our Poſtes, to ſet downe and eſtabliſh certaine Orders aſwell for the C_— as Thorowzh-Poſtes, the due execution whereof 
we likewiſe command and recommend to all Mayors, Portrecues,Bayliffes and other Head ofhcers inthe Cities, Townes and Ports of our ſaid Countie of 
Andhis Mais. Kent,where the Stages of our ſtanding Poſtes are now eſtabliſhed and appointed,and to the Iuſtices of our Peace next reliding,as they or any of them doe 
ſties ſpeciall ſer= tender our Seruice So ſafety of our State,and will anſwere the negle& or contempt hereofat their perils. 
nice. 
44 Orders for the Pacquet. 
I» Irft,that no Pacquers or Letters ſhall be ſent by Poſte, or bind any Poſteto ride therewith in poſte , bur ſuch as ſhall be direCted firſt for our ſpeciall af- 
OE _ faires, and ſubſcribed by the Writers name or Sender thereof: neither ſhall it be holden for our affaires, but as the ſame ſhall be dire&ed and ſubſcribed 
Fromthe Ceurr, by our High Treaſurer, Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, Lord Admirall, Principall Secretary of State, Lord Lieutenant of the ſaid County, or Maſter 
Tothe Court. ofour Poſtes writing from the Court,or otherwiſe to the Court, ſubſcribed by any Admirall, or Vice-admirall trom the narrow Seas, Licutenant of Douer 
| Caſtle, or Mayor or his Deputy of any Port Towne, Ambaſſadors,or Agents beyond the Seas for the time being,or Deputic Licutenant of our ſaid Coun- 
tie,writing to any of theſe perſonages aforenamed,or to the body of our Priuvic Coun(ell, 
ThePoſtesrs 2 All Pacquets or Letters ſo direRed ſhall be caried by the Poſtes in poſte from Stage to Stage onely, and norotherwiſenor further, being dated firſton 
runnefrom Stage the outlide by the Sender or writer, and afterwards by the Poſtes themſelues, as they come to their hands, with the houre and place of theirdeliuery , who 
| +/+. 1s $8 {hall runnetherewith in Summer, viz.from the firſt of A pri.l,tothe laſt of Seprember,atter 7, miles the houre, and 5, miles the houre in VVinter, which is 
eer7,miles the The reſt of the ycere,as the wayes and weather affoard. 
vt v4 A And that it may appearefrom time to time (as oft as ſhall be needfull) with what expedition the ſeruice is by our Poſtes performed, euery Poſte ſhall 
rateoffue. — Keepeafaire paper booke toenter the Pacquers in, being ſo brought vnto him, with the day, moncth and hourethey came to his hands,two leather bagges 
The Poſtesto lined with cotten or bayes,tocary the Pacquertin,and hornesto ſound,as off as he mects and ſecs company comming, or 4, times in euery mile. 
annie i And tothe ende our Poſtesatrending thus our ſpeciall ſeruice,may performe their ſcyerall dunes in that behalfe, our plcaſureis, that they and euery 
and hornes Of them ſhall brooke and enioy the benefit of all former fauours and immunities by our Predeceſſor allowed them: Namely that they and their ſeruants be 
Res ies yo &- holdcn free and exempted from all Summons,Preſts, and perſonall attendancesat Aſviſes,Seſsions, Inqueſts,and Muſters, 
. dome, 
44 Orders for the T horough-Poſtes. 
The Poſtesto Irſt, as the ſeruice of the Pacquer, ſo the horſing of all Thorough-Poſtes,and perſonsriding in poſte, with horne or guide, by Commilsion or other- 
neon de. wiſe, ſhall be performed by our ſtanding Poſtes 1n their ſeucrall Stages, who to that end ſhall keepe, and haue in a readinefle vnder their direions a ſuf- 
ide, ficient number of Poſtc-horſes, with ſaddles, bridles and furniture conuenient : andif it ſhall fall out,that by the repaire of Ambaſſadors, or other accidents 
WS Ss wg of ſcruice, men riding in poſte, that is to ſay, with horne or guide,come ſo thicke,orin ſuch numbers, that their ordinary prouiſion will not ſuffice,then the 


tf needrequire, 

No mans free- 
dome being im- 
peached, 

Who areto bee 
horſed by the 
Poſtes,and ar 

I . what rate the 
mile. 

Abuſes to ſtran- 
gers notriding in 
polte,how preucry 
ted by comming 
ro the Poſtes, 

Therate bythe 
mile. 

The hire to be 
firſt paid downe. 

The horſe not 
to bee hired be. 
yond the next 
Stage. 

The Burden of 
30. pounds beſides 
the Rider, 

The contempt 
of theſe Orders 
to be puniſhed by 
Magiſtrates, or 
the Lords of the 
Counſell. : 

The Poſtesre.. 
liefe and care of 
theirhorſesare 
ſpecially recom- 
mended in theſe 
Orders, for his 
Highnefſe better 
:Seruice. 


Conſtables of the places where they dwell, with theaide and aſsiſtance of the chicfe Magiſtrates there, and the Countreys adioyning, ( being required in 
our name) ſhall cake vp,bring in and ſupply the Poſtes with horſes and with cariages, wherethey may be had or hired. | | 

2 Andthatitbenotany way alet or impeachment to theliberty of any man riding on his owne or ordinary affaires, within the Realme at his or their 
pleaſure : it is hereby meant that all Strangers, ſpecially riding with horne or guide by themſclues,orin company of our ordinary meſſengers or Poſtes for 
the Lowe Countreys,or France, all Ambaſſadours, riding or ſending in their Princes affaires, and all other whatſoeuer , riding with horne or guide, ſhall 
rakeand change their horſes onely of the Poſtes of that place,or with his conſentand appointment,they taking tor cach horſe aftectherate of i1j.d,the mile 
beſide the guide groat. | | | 

3 And topreuentall aduantages of vnconſcionable dealing by ſuch as keepe horſes to hire,in the horſing of ſtrangers beyond the ordinary Stages,to 
the wronging of our Poſtes,and iniury of the beaſt, as the Rider : It is found expedient, and our will and pleaſure is, that all Strangers borne, alwell going 


foorth of the Realme,as comming into the ſame, through our ſhire of Kent, although it be about their owne and priuate affaires, without horne or guide, 


ſhalllikewiſe be horſed by our ordinary Poſtesfrom Stage to Stage, or with the Poſtes knowledge and conſent, not taking for each horſe aboue ij, d, ob, 


the mile, 

4 Itſhall not be lawfull for any ſo riding in poſte,to take and ride away the hotſeor horſesof any man, not having firſt and aforehand fully paid 8 ſa- 
tisfied the hire,nor ride them further then the next Stage, without the knowledge and conſent of the Poſte of that Stage, nor charge any horſe taken,to ride 
poſte with any maleor burden ( beſides the rider) that exceeds the weight of 30,pound, And if it ſhall happen,any to diſobey theſe our commandements, 
and orders, to the manifeſt wrong of any our Poſtes, iniury of any owner,or hart of his beaſt : the Officers or Magiſtrates of the place, vpon complaint 
thereof made, ſhall ſtay the party offendingyrill fatisfation bee made, or ſufficient ſecurity ginen to repay the damage, Burif it ſo fall our ,_thar the obſti- 
nacie of any heereia offending, require further puniſhment then the ordinary power of the Magiſtrate of the place can or may conueniently inflit : Then 
werequire our ſaid Maſterand Comptroller of the Poſtes, vpon notice thereof giuen him,ro ſend tor the partic or parties to anſwere their coarempe before 
our Priuic Counſell, k 

5 Thisbeing in generall our Will and command, for the ſpecdie,ſafe,and orderly expedition of our publique diſpatches and occurrents, aſwell in wri- 
ting for our affaires, as riding in poſte, whatſocuer beſides ſhall fall our more particularly ro the behoofe of our ſaid Poſts, oreaſe of their horſes, that in 
thelc kind of ſcruices are moſt ſubic& to abuſes, our like care is to be ſpecially reſpeRed : and to that end we doc hereby cftſoones recommend boththe one 
and theotherto the wiſedome and proteRion of our ſaide Mafterof the Poſtes , and theaideof all Magiſtrates and others that loue the furtherance of our 


+ ſeruice,or regard our ſafctic or pleaſure, Giuen at our Manour of Greenwich, the 15. day of May, in the ſeuenth yeere of our Raigne of great Britaine, 


France and Ireland. | 
Signed by his Maieſtie,and ſubſcribed by Charles Stanhop Knight of the Bath, Lord Stanhop of Harrington, Moſter and Comptroler generallof his Highneſſe Poſtes. 


God ſaue the King. 


45 Imprinted at Londonby Bonuam NorTton and Toun Bii, Printers tothe 
Kings moſt Excellent «M ateſtie.. 1621. 


